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This has been an exciting and busy holiday season at Methodist Children’s Home as our
children and staff members have enjoyed a variety of Christmas activities, parties and
worship services. In recent days, our staff in the Home’s residential care programs and
community services have provided many opportunities for children to build positive and
lasting memories of Christmas. The next issue of Sunshine will feature photos from this
year’s Christmas celebrations.

For this issue, we asked six children in our residential and foster care programs to use
their creativity and artistic talents to draw pictures that communicate their thoughts
about Christmas. I was pleased to see that these children expressed a sense of belonging
in their MCH families and an understanding of God’s love. Their drawings affirm that
we are fulfilling our mission by offering them hope through a nurturing, Christian
community. Methodist Children’s Home is blessed to have caring and dedicated staff
members who help more than 1,000 hurting children in Texas and New Mexico
understand that they are special, valued and loved.

When the holidays draw to a close, we will embark on a new year. I am confident that
God will continue to bless the lives of at-risk children and youth through this ministry
in 2009. Thank you for your continued support, prayers and financial gifts that enable
Methodist Children’s Home to bring hope to the lives of children in need.

For His Children,

Bobby Gilliam

Creating lasting memories of Christmas

PRESIDENTIAL PERSPECTIVE

“Our staff in the Home’s
residential care programs

and community services
have provided many

opportunities for children
to build positive and
lasting memories of

Christmas.”

MISSION STATEMENT

Methodist Children’s Home
offers hope to children, youth and

families through a nurturing,
Christian community.

I want to share exciting news with you regarding plans to expand the scope of
ministry for Methodist Children’s Home in 2009.

In recent months, our campus administrators have worked with representatives
from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services to enable MCH to offer residential
care for up to 40 youth on the PCHS campus in Waxahachie, Texas.

While the cottages will be located on the PCHS campus, we will operate an
autonomous program consistent with our mission, core values and strength-based
philosophy of care. This program will enable us to increase the number of children
in residential care and evaluate our ability to operate this type of program outside
of Waco.

We received our license for this program in November and look forward to
serving our first residents in January. I appreciate the commitment of our Board of
Directors, staff and representatives from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
to provide this unique opportunity to impact the lives of at-risk youth. We will
provide more information about this partnership in future issues of Sunshine.

MCH to offer residential care in Waxahachie
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Tashawn, quarterback for the MCH Bulldogs, looks for running room behind the blocking of Omero
during the flag football state championship game of the Texas Charter School League Nov. 15 in
Dallas. The Fort Worth CAN Academy Panthers defeated MCH 40-35. This is the first year students
at the University of Texas Charter School – MCH Campus have participated in competitive athletics.

About the cover and artist
Artist:
Daniel
MCH program:
Waco campus
Favorite color:
Green
Favorite
activities: Drawing
and skateboarding

Favorite Christmas memory at MCH:
“I like the chance to connect to my peers
through the worship service and other
special Christmas activities.”

Description of drawing: “I drew a picture
of what some would consider a traditional
Christmas setting in a home. My favorite
part is the shadow of Santa.
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Artist: Mary
MCH program: Foster care
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite activity: Cheerleading
Favorite subject: Algebra

Description of drawing: “I drew a Christmas
scene that reminded me of when I was little.
I always thought it would be so cool to see
Santa’s sleigh in the sky with Rudolph at the
front. I also included a Bible on the
nightstand because it is good to remember
the real meaning of Christmas.”

Favorite Christmas memory: “I love waking
up when the house is quiet. Then we open
the big presents after everyone is awake,
and then we go to my grandparents’ house
to open the little presents. My Nana always
makes good food.”

As the cool weather settles in and the days shorten,

our hearts warm with the expectation of Christmas

and the excitement of the season.

For the 1,000 children served by Methodist

Children’s Home, Christmas is a reminder of how

much they are loved by God, their MCH family and

the wonderful benefactors and volunteers who make

Christmas at the Home a meaningful experience.

We asked six children in our residential and foster

care programs to use their artistic talent to draw

pictures of their idea of Christmas. As you will see,

family, peace and God’s love are important themes

throughout the drawings. As you reflect on these

drawings, we ask you to consider how you can help

support the continuing ministry of Methodist

Children’s Home.

through the eyes of a child



Artist: Cassie
MCH program: Foster care
Favorite color: Pink
Favorite activities: Reading, jumping rope,
   playing with my Hula-Hoop
Favorite subject: Science

Description of drawing: “This is a picture of
my foster family at Christmas. Some of my
family is sitting on the couch in front of our
rug smiling. I am by the tree opening up
presents.”

Favorite thing about her foster family:
“I am thankful that I have clothes, a house
and parents who love me.”

Artist: Victoria
MCH program: Waco campus
Favorite color: Pink
Favorite activity: Drawing or hanging out
   with friends at home
Favorite subject: Science

Description of drawing: “This drawing of the
winter trees and peace sign shows that now
that I am at Methodist Children’s Home, my
life is peaceful again. I love being here. I
now have a home and a family.”

Reason for excitement at Christmas: “I am
excited about this Christmas because I have
a family now, and I get to spend time with
them. I am so happy that I was saved by
Jesus. Now my life is so peaceful.”
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Artist: Kemzuel
MCH program: Waco campus
Favorite color: Scarlet
Favorite activities: Football, Art
Favorite subject: Art, Math

Description of drawing: “I drew the cross
because it reminds me of Jesus’ life and His
death. The colors represent the colors on a
Christmas tree and also the rainbow and
God’s promise to never flood the earth
again. I am thankful for my life, and every
day I give thanks to God for my ability to
draft art.”

Favorite Christmas memory: “I like the
memory of Christmas last year when I spent
time with my brother and mother.”

Artist: Faith
MCH program: Foster care
Favorite color: Purple
Favorite activities: Playing outside

Foster Mom’s description of drawing:
“I helped Faith trace her little hand to look
like a Christmas tree. Then we decorated it
with little ornaments and Faith colored it in.”

Foster Mom’s favorite Christmas memory
of Faith: “I remember when she fell asleep
in the jumparoo while opening Christmas
presents when she was 7-months old.”
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Lindsey came to Methodist Children’s Home two years ago because
her mother was worried about her.

In the course of the previous year, two of Lindsey’s closest
friends passed away and two others moved out of the area. With
all of the negative influences in Lindsey’s life, and her mother’s
long hours working as a nurse, their relationship suffered.

Her mother saw Methodist Children’s Home as a place of
healing that could help them repair their broken relationship.
But Lindsey resented placement at the Home because she felt
she did not need help.

“I had it in my head that I was going to leave,” Lindsey said.
“I was so angry for the first year, I wouldn’t talk to my Mom or go
home to visit her.”

Homeparents Mike and Nancy Devlin remember Lindsey’s
frustration when she came to live at Methodist Children’s Home.

“She and her Mom couldn’t even be in the same room,” Mike
Devlin said. “She was a very angry and hurt little girl.”

As Lindsey settled in to life at the Home, she began to see
that she needed help repairing her relationship with her mother.
With the assistance of her Methodist Children’s Home staff,
Lindsey and her mother began weekly intervention meetings to
restore their relationship.

That relationship gained new significance last January when
Lindsey’s mother was seriously injured in a motorcycle accident.
From hospital visits to just giving her time to talk through her
emotions, Lindsey remembers the support she received from staff
during that difficult time.

“I could see that the staff is here because of something bigger
than themselves,” Lindsey said. “The way they served me was
really touching.”

For Lindsey, the accident served as a wake-up call that helped
bring them closer as mother and daughter.

“Since then I have learned to appreciate my Mom more,”
Lindsey said. “We aren’t perfect and we don’t have the perfect
relationship, but I know she loves me and wants what is best for
me.”

With their relationship gradually improving, Lindsey is
beginning to go on more home visits, but the challenges of a
healing relationship are still present.

“She is on the brink of becoming a young adult and that
always makes it hard to get along with parents,” Nancy Devlin
said. “Lindsey and her Mom are trying to figure out how to go

from Lindsey as a little girl to Lindsey as a young adult.”
Despite the difficulties of re-establishing their relationship,

Lindsey and her Mom are committed to making it work.
“I don’t want my Mom out of my life,” Lindsey said. “Our

relationship as mother and daughter has completely changed for
the better in the last two years, and I know without the Home we
would not have made such progress.”

Lindsey has grown a lot in the past two years at Methodist
Children’s Home. In addition to maintaining good standing in
her home, she works to keep good grades in school and is a shift
leader at her off-campus job.

Kristen Hoagland, Lindsey’s social worker, testifies to the
personal growth she has made in all of her relationships.

“Lindsey is a joy to be around. She is a hard worker and has
an openness to all of the girls in the home,” Hoagland said.
“Lindsey accepts people for who they are and works on forming
relationships with each person as an individual.”

For Lindsey, MCH has been a place of healing where she
can repair relationships and grow as a young woman. After
graduating from high school next year, Lindsey plans to enroll in
a veterinary technician program at a community college.

“Methodist Children’s Home has really been a home for me,”
Lindsey said. “Coming here has been one of the best things I
have done.”

Restoring relationships:
How one teen found healing at MCH

“Our relationship as mother and daughter has completely changed for the better
in the last two years, and I know without the Home we would not have made such progress.”

— Lindsey, MCH resident

Lindsey has earned respect from MCH staff through her efforts to build
a positive relationship with her mother.
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Foster care offers hope, second chances
Donald and Carolyn Baird fulfill their calling to give at-risk children a loving home.

Donald and Carolyn Baird have provided a loving home to more than 30 foster children during the past five years. Among the children currently in their
care are: (back, l-r) Kayla, Maleisha, Kristina and Jace; (front, l-r) Joshua, Christian, Heather and Summer.

Eight years ago, Donald and Carolyn Baird were enjoying life with
three grown children living on their own and two younger children
still at home. But when Donald left work on disability and soon
discovered he had cancer, their lives changed drastically.

During Donald’s frequent chemotherapy treatments, the couple
read everything they could get their hands on, including the local
newspaper. In one of those papers, the couple spotted an
advertisement for Methodist Children’s Home foster parents.

The Bairds considered foster parenting when their children
were young, but they never pursued the process. Seeing the
advertisement in the newspaper prompted something inside them.

“We knew when Donald was well we were going to pursue this
as a way of giving back for all we have been given,” Carolyn said.

The Bairds got a jump-start on foster parenting and started
taking classes before Donald’s therapy was complete. Shortly after
receiving a clean bill of health, the couple opened their home and
hearts to at-risk children.

“We knew we had to do something to keep us busy and make
our lives meaningful,” Carolyn said.

And their lives have certainly been both. In the last five years
as foster parents, the Bairds have cared for more than 30 children.
Carolyn and Donald firmly believe they are called to give children
a second chance.

“These kids are like little birds with broken wings. We take

them in and feed them, love them and teach them while they heal,”
Carolyn said. “And we desperately hope that someday, when we
open the door, they will fly.”

Many of the children who have come to the Bairds have been
very broken. Four years ago, the Bairds began caring for four young
siblings. The children had a very difficult past, but survived. After
working with the children and loving them for four years, the Bairds
knew they could not say goodbye; the children needed a steady
home.

“We did not go into foster parenting planning to adopt,” Carolyn
said. “But after loving these children through the tough baggage of
their past, we wanted to give them a permanent family and a fresh
start.”

Last November, the Bairds adopted Kristina, Kayla, Heather
and Jace. Smiling brightly, Kayla remembers her excitement on
adoption day.

“I felt happy and loved. It was nice to be in a family that didn’t
do bad stuff,” Kayla said. “And I loved changing my last name to
Baird and moving to the front of the alphabet!”

Carolyn and Donald’s hearts for at-risk children continue to
grow as they add to their family. Next spring, the Bairds plan to
adopt two more of their foster children, Christian and Summer.

“We’re really excited to get adopted, right Christian?” asked
Summer, as both children grinned at the Bairds.
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AROUND CAMPUS

MCH is committed to providing
relevant services for children and
families in need. So when the
San Antonio outreach office
received repeated requests for
baby cribs, the staff worked
hard to find available resources
to meet that need. In October of
2007, the outreach office
received a $14,000 grant from
Charity Ball of San Antonio to
purchase cribs for families.

Staff at the San Antonio
office worked with local groups,
such as Healthy Families and
The Children’s Shelter, to
identify families in need of cribs.
Josh Duran and Michelle
Sherman, caseworkers at the San
Antonio office, appreciate the
increased collaboration.

“It was great to work with
other organizations,” Duran said.
“Some of the families needed

more assistance and so this
opened the door for us to
provide additional support.”

Last year, the San Antonio
office served more than 90
families through the grant. Of
those 90 families, more than 50
were single teenage mothers
who were caring for an infant
and at least two other children.
Another 30 families were single
mothers over the age of 18 who
were caring for at least two
children.

For Duran, the project is a
success.

“I think the greatest impact
was giving each family the
reassurance of knowing their
infant was sleeping safely,”
Duran said. “Sleeping with
infants in an adult bed can
easily cause infant injury or
even accidental death.”

In addition to advocating for
infant safety, the crib project
provided an initial contact for
Methodist Children’s Home staff
to identify other needs in the
families they served. MCH
caseworkers spoke with each of
the families and helped connect
them to local social services as
well as MCH programs. Several
families that received cribs are
regularly using MCH services,
such as parenting classes
through the Home’s Partnership
in Parenting  program.

Duran said that although the
project was never easy, it was
well worth the effort.

“It was a lot of work to get
these cribs out to the families,”
Duran said. “But it is a good way
to benefit the community and
connect to people who need the
services we provide.”

San Antonio outreach office provides
baby cribs for local families

Brooke, a member of the Class of 2009, receives her senior ring from Bobby Gilliam (right), MCH president,
and Moe Dozier, vice president for residential services. The Home presented rings to seniors during a special
service on Oct. 12 in Harrell Memorial Chapel. Seniors will be recognized with other special gifts and awards
at the conclusion of the school year. MCH has 37 seniors from the Waco campus and Boys Ranch.

Although living with and
caring for at-risk and abused
children is not easy, the Bairds’
passion never wanes. That
passion is most evident when
watching the way the couple
interacts with their children. As
Donald sits and holds two of the
youngest family members, his
eyes glisten.

“I just love doing things with
the kids and being with them,”
said Donald.

For the children, the feeling
is mutual. In fact, there was
overwhelming agreement among
the children that life in the
Bairds’ home is great.

“I especially love it when
Mama cooks my favorite foods
and we all eat together,” said one
foster child.

Jace agrees.
“We love doing things as a

big family,” he said. “We go on
fun trips and go fishing! And
there is always someone to play
with me.”

Carolyn smiles as she
recounts love for her large family.

“Through it all we try to
teach them love, compassion and
life skills while we have them,
so even if they leave they will
carry the lessons with them,” she
said. “It lets them know there is
a different way of living. Some
kids don’t know any other way
of living.”

The Bairds agree that taking
in foster children is hard work,
but the toughest part is letting
them go when they need to
return to their family.

“But it is worth it,” Carolyn
said, “just to know that we are
making a difference in their
lives. And for the kids we have
adopted, we get the joy of
knowing we will be their family
forever.”
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For Matt, life at the Methodist Children’s Home Boys Ranch has
provided unique opportunities. From traveling across the country
for youth leadership conferences and editing the school yearbook
to raising lambs and competing in FFA, Matt has benefited from
the unexpected blessings of being at the Ranch the past four years.

Before coming to the Ranch, Matt lived with his grandmother
and older sister in a large urban community. Matt was a well-
behaved child, but when his family moved to a new neighborhood
in his early teens, Matt started hanging out with the wrong crowd
and acting out. As a result, his grandmother began to worry that
Matt was heading down a negative path, and she wanted to save
him from that lifestyle. It was with high hopes that she chose to
place Matt at the Boys Ranch.

While the road has not always been easy, Matt is overcoming
his past, and he is now a strong leader for other residents at the
Ranch. Matt credits his transformation to the love and care he
receives from staff, as well as opportunities to participate in new
activities through the Ranch program.

“I know that if I were a teenager growing up in the city, I
wouldn’t get to do things like raise lambs,” he said.

When he arrived at the Ranch, Matt quickly began working
with lambs through the FFA program, and he is enjoying his final
year of competition. He believes that caring for and training animals
helps youth develop responsibility, confidence and independence.

“I think it is a great opportunity for young people to be out in
the country raising animals,” Matt said. “When I have kids someday,
I want to give them the opportunity to show animals. It has helped
me build responsibility and taught me how to care for something
beyond myself.”

Focusing on others is something Matt takes very seriously.
Regarded as a leader among his peers, he often helps orient new
boys to life at the Ranch. In fact, last spring Matt received the Top
Hand award from Ranch staff. The award is given to select Boys
Ranch youth who exemplify positive leadership.

Two years ago, Matt participated in the National Youth
Leadership Forum on Technology in California. He was humbled
by the invitation and the financial support he received from
Methodist Children’s Home.

“Having the chance to go to the leadership forum really made
me feel like I mattered and was truly special,” he said.

Matt also attended Southern Methodist University’s Perkins
Youth School of Theology the past two summers. The academic
program ignited Matt’s passion for education and prompted him to

choose SMU as the college he would like to attend after graduating
from high school next May.

Eventually, Matt would like to work in broadcast journalism.
His passion for this field began during a journalism class at the
Boys Ranch. Then, when Matt learned that the Ranch needed an
editor for its yearbook, he stepped up to take on that role. His
position as editor enables Matt to strengthen his writing and editing
skills, and it confirmed his desire to pursue a journalism career.

Matt is already working toward a successful future in college
and in his profession. He is strengthening his public speaking skills
as a member of the Home’s Ambassadors, and he is taking dual-
credit classes at McLennan Community College in Waco.

Even through all of his personal growth and accomplishments,
Matt continues to point beyond himself.

“I know that I have been given great opportunities through my
life at the Boys Ranch,” he said. “I am very thankful because it has
made me a better person.”

FEATURE STORY

Providing a pathway of opportunity
During his four years at the Boys Ranch, Matt has achieved personal growth through new experiences.

Matt leads his lamb into the show pen during the Heart of Texas Livestock
Show in October. Matt said working with lambs at the Boys Ranch has
taught him how to “care for something beyond myself.”

“I know that I have been given great opportunities through my life at the Boys Ranch.
I am very thankful because it has made me a better person.”

— Matt, Boys Ranch resident
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Jennifer, a Waco campus resident
and student at A. J. Moore
Academy, was named an All-
American Scholar by the United
States Achievement Academy.

To be eligible for the award,
students must earn a 3.3 or
higher grade point average and
be recommended by a teacher,
counselor, coach or other school
sponsor. Jennifer was nominated
by Ingred Armstead, school
counselor at A. J. Moore.

In the spirit of giving back, 13
members of the Crockett Youth
Services Leadership Club
volunteered to serve their
community Sept. 6.

Under the direction of James
Berry, program coordinator of
Crockett Youth Services, youth
provided yard maintenance for
local residents. Those who
participated were Dustin, Carlton,
Victor, Coby, Trayvon, Monte, Tony,
Damien, Marcus, Corey, Cordale,
Jurmond, and Devon.

Crockett youth have also
participated in football and
basketball camps, enjoyed a
fishing trip and traveled to Waco

Crockett youth experience
benefits of serving others

Jennifer is a member of the
Home’s Ambassadors program,
served two years on Student
Congress and was nominated for
Who’s Who Among All-
American Scholars.

“Jennifer is doing very well
in school and in our program at
the Home,” said Heather
Franklin, unit manager. “She
works hard in everything she does.
I am very proud of her growth
and success.”

to meet youth in the Methodist
Youth Services program.

“We are excited about the
response of youth in the
community,” Berry said. “The
number of youth served through
our program is increasing, with
the biggest growth coming in our
tutoring program.”

Crockett Youth Services
began in February 2008 and
currently serves 105 young
people. The program, which offers
academic support and recre-
ational opportunities, was
formed through a partnership
with First United Methodist
Church of Crockett.

Jennifer earns recognition
for academic achievement

The Crockett Youth Services Leadership Club volunteers to assist
local residents with yard maintenance and other projects.

AROUND CAMPUS

Cody, a resident at the Boys Ranch, played
defensive tackle for the Axtell High School
Longhorns this fall. Ranch residents Porter
and Colten also played football for the
Longhorns.

SCHOOL PRIDE
The Methodist Children’s Home staff encourages students to support their schools through participation in extracurricular activities. This fall,
several students at the Boys Ranch attended Axtell High School for the first time. Students at the Home’s charter school are competing in
athletics for the first time this year. The charter school hosted a pep rally for its flag football team prior to the state playoffs.

Brad, mascot for the MCH Bulldogs,
enjoyed a visit with Bobby Gilliam, MCH
president, during the pep rally for the
charter school flag football team prior
to the state playoffs.

MCH cheerleaders support the Bulldogs during the state
flag football championship game in Dallas Nov. 15.
Pictured, l-r, are: Irwin, Mary, Ashley, Kathleen, Larissa
and Veronique. Not pictured are Dajour, Alyssa and Bobby.



MCH begins work on Boys Ranch activities center
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More than 70 Commissioners
from Texas and New Mexico
gathered at MCH for their
annual meeting on Oct. 14-15.

The two-day event gave
Commissioners the opportunity
to hear student testimonies and
program updates, as well as
interact with residents.

Rev. Tom Stribling, a
minister from Happy, Texas,
spoke during the evening
service. He challenged his
fellow Commissioners to
continue working on innovative
ways to help MCH.

“We have the ability to make
a lasting impression on these

kids,” Stribling said. “We need
to take that job seriously.”

Nominated by MCH staff or
benefactors, Commissioners
serve as liaisons for the Home,
as they help raise funds and
promote the Home in their
churches and communities.

For the past six years, Dr.
Ann Weiss, of Katy, Texas,
provided faithful leadership for
the Commissioners as their
chairperson. In October, she
passed the role on to another
long-time Commissioner, Betty
Vilven, of Allen, Texas.

A member of First United
Methodist Church of Plano,
Vilven has served as a
Commissioner the past six years,
and she has held offices in United
Methodist Women. A former
teacher, Vilven has a passion for
educating and providing

Commissioners make lasting impression on MCH children

Methodist Children’s Home held
a groundbreaking ceremony for
its Boys Ranch Recreation and
Activities Center on Oct. 25.

In addition to the ground-
breaking, the program included
remarks from Bobby Gilliam,
president; Dr. Clifton Howard,
Waco District superintendent and
Board member; Trey Oakley, vice
president for development; Dick
Kenyon, vice chair, Board of
Directors; Dottie Briggs, Boys
Ranch administrator; Colten,
Ranch resident; John White,
Alumni Association president;
and Norm Champagne, Boys
Ranch homeparent.

“The generosity of our
benefactors is making a long-time
dream come true for the youth and
staff at the Boys Ranch,” Oakley
said. “We are grateful for their
financial support of this project,
which is above and beyond what
they already provide to support the

daily needs of this ministry. We
are blessed by their faithful
stewardship and love for children.”

The facility will serve as the
focal point of daily activity and
sport services at the Boys Ranch.
The center will provide a location
for organized athletic and fitness
activities, graduation and other
special events. A primary use of
the center will be to help the Boys
Ranch Mustangs basketball team
better prepare for TAPPS compe-
tition. This facility will enable the
Ranch to eliminate the daily one-
hour round trip to practice at the
Waco campus.

The activities center will be
the third recreational structure
added to the Boys Ranch campus
since 2000. It will be used in
conjunction with the J.S. and
Virginia Carver Alpine Tower and
the PSH Activities Pavilion to
enhance the opportunities of
growth for Boys Ranch youth.

opportunities for youth.
“When I hear the stories

from the Home, I am so proud
that the Methodist Church gives
these youth a chance to be the
persons God intended them to
be,” Vilven said. “I feel very
honored to be in this position and
hope that I can do as good a job
as Ann has done.”

Rev. Tom Stribling delivered the message during the Commissioners’ service
Oct. 14. He and his wife, Debbie, are longtime foster parents through the
Home. They are pictured with MCH residents Josh, left, and Matt, who
shared their testimonies during the service.

MCH recognized Dr. Ann Weiss, left,
in October for her dedication and
commitment to this ministry as
Commissioners chairperson. Betty
Vilven, right, a longtime supporter
of MCH, begins her first year as
chairperson.

Participants in the groundbreaking were, from left, Dottie Briggs, Boys
Ranch administrator; Colten, Boys Ranch resident; Dr. Clifton Howard,
Waco District superintendent and Board member; Bobby Gilliam, MCH
president; Dick Kenyon, Board member; and John White, Alumni
Association president.

Architectural drawing of the Recreation and Activities Center.
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Memorial Gifts
The following gifts were received from August 2008 through October 2008.

Memorials

Mrs. Velma Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young

Mrs. Dorothy Andres
Nora M. McMahan
Margaret Terry

Mrs. Andrews’ Mother
Mrs. Barbara J. Cole

Donald Anthony
Sheldon, Sharon and Ray Johnson

Gardina M. Arnold
Dr. Pamela A. Walker

Marie Arrick
Mrs. Suzanne Goodenough

Royce Ashcraft
Doris P. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Roy E. Walker

William Dabney Asher
Bill and Kathie Pritchett

D. O. Baker
Builders Class

Highland UMC - Odessa
      Odessa, TX

Carol and Fred Nelle
Mary Grace Banks

Bob and Suma Mahler
Evelyn Baptiste

Mary A. Chaney
Quinton Barnett

Timothy and Joyce Woodlock
Johnnie Mae Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Burnett
Harry Benson

Ms. Agnes L. Smith
Evelyn Berry

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis C. Collier
Mrs. Betty Cass Bess

Dottie and Peter T.  Smith
Buddy Bessonett

Craig and Jan Jaynes
Don and Nell Black

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Black
Eugene Bowyer

Richard and Bunny Perry
Martha J. Boyd

Becker UMC
Kemp, TX

Robert Boynton
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby R. Boyd
Ken and Betty Haas
Larry, Paula and Rachael Terrill
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Weaver

Wana Brewer
Bill and Jeri Lynn White

Robert S. Brookshire
Mary A. Brookshire
Tom Brookshire

Raymond Bruyere
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence M. Bruyere

Charles W. Burch
Charles and Carol Brown

Rebecca Brown Burgin
Bobbie and Sidney Roberts

William (Buster) Burrell
Jack and Mary Knowles

James Burton
Ms. Mary Beth Burns

Patrick and Kathleen Byrnes
Mr. and Mrs. Ezra F. Robinson

Fred Carstensen
Charles Huffman

John H. Cates
The Croziers

Dolores Cedergren
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Hazel Chastang
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Lyle Chotena
The Steve Almquist Family

Gladys Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young

Mrs. Marian Clay
Dottie and Peter T. Smith

Tom and Juell Conway
Ms. Margaret Stillwell-Smith

Mr. Ronnie Cordova
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young

Dr. Dan J. Craig
Joe and Sylvia Liles

John Craig
Mrs. Joanne T. Craig

Lera Crow
Ms. Linda Phillips

Cleo Curtis
Mrs. Cleo B. (Pat) Curtis

Mr. Harvey Davis
Mrs. Harold Shine

Mrs. Norma Decker
Rita and Allen Rice

H. Tom Denman
Charles, Elizabeth, Chase, Alex,
  Jordan and Nick Daigle
Pat Ford Denman

Jack Denton
Ms. Nelda R. Hardin

W. D. Dick
Mr. Charles E. Patterson

Nell Margaret Dorris
Beverly and Leland Walters

Maurine Driver
Kenneth and Donna Hendrick

Chase Wesley DuBose
Mrs. Bobbie DuBose

W. L. DuBose
Mrs. Bobbie DuBose

Bettye Dunbar
Mr. David H. Dunbar

E. Jean English
Anonymous

John K. Eubanks
Timothy and Joyce Woodlock

Ruth Downes Evans
Mr. Alfred V. Evans, Jr.

Dr. Walter Feinberg
Dottie and Peter T. Smith

Hugh Fite
Polly Travis

Reverend Everitt Merlin Fjordbak
Mr. Art Greenhaw
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Greenhaw

Robert Lane Flynt, Sr.
Mrs. Edith Craig

Elvin H. Ford
Pat Ford Denman

Gaynor V. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Hester

Robert H. Ford
Pat Ford Denman

Grace B. Foster
Mr. Jason S. Wegener

Elizabeth Weafer Fowler
Ms. Kristen P. Steen

Jerry Lynn Franklin
Lee and Lit Moore

Marshall Freeborn
Cynthia Schulze and Boys
Debbie’s children, Jessica and

Alex
John Edward, Susan Schulze and

Boys
John Paul and Sylvia Schulze

Georgia Gabler
Steve and Meda Beaird

Katherine Gilliam
Lee and Lit Moore

Louie Gordon
Mary Ann and Clinton Stone

Esther (Essie) Blau Grace
Jackie and George Blake

Alyne Odom Gray
Dixie C. Mims
Robert W. and Karen

Throckmorton
Mrs. Dot Green

Dottie and Peter T. Smith
Victor Green

Dan and Sue Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. W. Carter Grinstead’s

Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. John Bumstead

Robert T. Grubbs
Jerry and Steve Reid

M. D. Gunstream
Tim and Lynn Campbell

Carolyn Dabney Hall
Mrs. Don Badenhamer
Mr. Frank N. Boggus
Mrs. L. T. Boswell, Jr.
Jim and Beverly Brown
The Bryant Family
Danny L. and Patricia A. Buttery
Mrs. Carroll W. Cage
Mr. and Mrs. Ned Davis
Robert and Betty R. Farris
W. Benjamin Fry, R. P.H.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Layton
Tom, Dick, Barry and Jane Metz
Margaret Jean Nelson
Sheila Overby
Mrs. Mary A. Perry
Mona and James Sizer
Mildred Steen and Family
Marian L. Topp
Charlotte P. Webb
Gary and Kathy Wheelus
Charlene Williams
Dorothy M. Yarbrough
Houston and Cathi Yarbrough

Gertrude and Prentiss Hall
Ms. Virginia Hall Franks

Vernon A. Harrison
Anonymous

Luther Hendrick
Kenneth and Donna Hendrick

Marion Henkhaus
Steve, Meda and Stewart Beaird

Henry Hernandez
Lee and Lit Moore

Helen I. Fisher Higgins
Peggy and Bud Crozier

Mr. Bill Hight
Barbara and John Persefield

Mr. Marcus J. Hunt
Dottie and Peter T. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Jacomini, Jr.
and Family
Mrs. W. Carter Grinstead, Jr.

Donna Janes
Ms. Enid Bjerke

Blanche Dabney Johnson
Carolyn S. Jackson
David and Elizabeth Lowrance
Lynn and Pat Murtha

Kemp Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. Titus

Michael Jerry Johnson
Grace Morris

James Andrew Keel
Builders Class

Highland UMC - Odessa
Odessa, TX

Mrs. Johnnie Kellison
Mr. and Mrs. Larry McCormick

Marguerite Kendall
Alice M. Sheffield

Al Kidwell
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Grace Crownover Koehler
Terry and Gail Anderson
Jean Black
Linda S. Clements
Denny and Lin Fish
Ernest and Julia Leyendecker
Cindy Mazza
Victor L. Moravek
Fred and Margaret Penny
Maureen Pette
Carroll and Sandra Rainey
Jim and Imgard Stephen
Malcolm and Sharon Thompson
Jan VanNort
Brandon and Gail Wilcox

Lee Lankford
Mr. Tony S. Boykin

Billy Joe Latty
Mrs. Edith Craig
Ms. Elaine Eiland
Cathy and Karl Herzog
Elizabeth C. Shoemaker

Mary Fay Lawler
Dorothy Bridwell
Clyde W. Yetter, Jr.

Joyce Marie Lawton
Millican UMC

Millican, TX
Rudy and Marcie Alford
Renee Crews
Linda and Bruce Ties

Mr. Robert Lealos
Dottie and Peter T. Smith

Moreene Lemley
Billie Jean, LeAnn and Amanda

Kay



Sunshine12

A
Five hundred dollar

Endowment gift
in Honor of
Jeff Horton

by
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Caperton

China Spring, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Honor of

Clay Hicks’ 50th Birthday
by

Kristen Hicks
Aledo, TX

A
Five hundred dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of
my brother,

Billy Joe Latty,
by

Cliff and Nelda Hazlewood
Stanton, TX

A
Five hundred dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Timothy and May Whitehurst and
Troy and Frances Whitehurst

by
Mr. and Mrs. Troy N. Whitehurst Jr.

Kemah, TX

A
Six hundred twenty-six dollar

and fifty-two cent
Endowment gift

in Memory of
Carl and Annie Laura Hilliard

by
Mr. John E. Hilliard

Houston, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

our son,
William Frank Brandenberger, D.V.M.

by
Mr. and Mrs. Silas Brandenberger

Mason, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Davis B. Edens
by

Mrs. Patsy R. Edens
Denver City, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Bud and Jewel Frazier and
Forrest and Faye Elam

by
Bubba and Nancy Smith

Austin, TX

Letha Lewallen
Mrs. Barbara Ingram

Edith Lineweaver
John and Shirley Moreland
Virgie Eva Sheffy

Steve Long
Jerry and Steve Reid

Eugene Lubocki
Larry and Betsy Pennington
Mr. Jon L. Daniels

Mae Jean Mabry
Norma Earp
Mr. Walter H. Haas
Jeannetta Reeves
Kermit and Phyllis Schauer
Charles Smith
Ms. Billie Wiginton

Floy Marie Shelton Marcell
Sally Hayward

Wanda Hillard Martin
Mr. John E. Hilliard

Mrs. Meadie Mason
Robert and Bill Thomas

Edna Matula
Gary and Jackie Brantley

David May Jr.
Gloria A. Palmer

Jack Mayfield
Ken and Betty Vowell

Charlie McBride
The Steve Almquist Family

Mary Winfield McComb
Dorothy (Sam) Clark

Ruth Ann McDowell
Mr. John E. Hilliard

Dr. Gordon McGee
Dottie and Peter T. Smith

Ruth Elizabeth Cobean McPherson
Margaret T. Davis
Eric and Gina Sizer
Savannah Sizer

Carolyn Koslan Melber
Mrs. W. Carter Grinstead, Jr.

Beth Mercer
Kenneth and Donna Hendrick

Chub Milner
Mrs. Linda M. Lindsey

Raymond Milton
Margaret A. Hill

Martha Minnear
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Maude Moller
O’Brien Personal Property
Marketing Service

Wichita Falls, TX
Vergie Mooney

Beth Buckley
Mrs. Nelda Rae Witherspoon

Munden
Brent, Gail, Tyler and Trent

Munden
Kent, Kim, Kade and Kassidy

Munden
Mrs. Nadine Munden
Phillip and Darlene Munden

Robert Louis Nevarez
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lewis

Kelley Oliphint
Shelby Barley Family

Mrs. W. R. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Gilmore

Mrs. Juanita M. Parra
Dottie and Peter T.  Smith

Dr. Aubrey Pilgrim
Mrs. Edith Craig

Robert Pinckney
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Homer Pirkle
Ms. Nelda R. Hardin

Kenneth Pogue
Suzanne Edwards

Huey Posey
Betty and Monte
Carol and Fred
Connie Coker
Connie Griggs
Dale and Emma Burleson
Dinah
Gwen and James
Luann
Lynda and Bobby

Raymond Redding
Glenn and Kay Furman
Harold and Peggye McCain

Juanita Richards
Ms. Ruby M. Watson

Jane Hasbrook Rider
Mrs. Hazel F. Jackson

Virgie Ripley
Bobby and Linda Gilliam

Nancy Roberts
Eileen M. Raschke

Mrs. Opal Roberts
Mac and Nora McMahan

Katherine Rodgers
Women To Women Sunday School

Class
First UMC - DeSoto

DeSoto, TX
Patsy Anderson
Linda and Katie Borth
Paul W. Borth
Susan Chelf
Cindy Greathouse
Charles and Dorothy Ingram
Henry and Peggy Ingram

Bill C. Rogers
Ronnie L. Haile

Bob Rogers
Linda F. Tindall

James R. Rogers
John and Martha Crawford
Johnna and Jordan Keefer

Wanda Roper
Craig and Jan Jaynes

John L. and Mary G. Ross
William and Nettie Haliburton

Mary Griffin Ross
Carolyn Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Eggerman
Sam and Harvie Franks
Gordon and Sammye Griffin and

Family
  Bill and Delores Guest
  Ben and Polly Parnell

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Wooten
Mildred Peterson Roush

Peter and Mary Buehler
Carl and Rickie Edmunds
Alice L. Egelus
Beverly E. Nelson
Dennis and Janice Smith

Georgaleen Sample
Alice M. Sheffield

Hansel Sanders
Charles Huffman

William H. Scarborough
C. A. and Janette Zackary

Glen E. Scoggins
Larry and Judy Grisham

Eris Shelton
Mr. Herbert Shelton

Mary Hines Sicilio
Mr. B. Jeffrey Zwolinski

Zetta Sidebottom
Ms. Alma K. Smith

Sue Sigmund
Glenn and Kay Furman

Susan Sims
Leroy and Sylvia Owen

Al Skellie
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Mr. Bill Smiley
Mrs. Mildred R. Warman

Bill Smith
Mary Ann and Clinton Stone

Arvil and Hazel Snider
Fred and Andra Evans

Mrs. Hazel Snider
Mr. and Mrs. John David Catlett
Janet M. Hicks
Robbie and Kathy Jo Huckaby
Mark and Marlene Kinney
Mr. Joe P. McDougald
Dr. Charles and Fern Mitchell
Barbara Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Snider
Mrs. Douglas Thompson
Jerry and Lisa Kay Wyatt

Kenneth Snyder
Mrs. Betty Carole Edwards

Hollie Cathey Sockwell
Ms. Mitzie Deike
Ms. Susan Johnson

Raymond Spears
Dave and Debbie Wise

Homer Spegal
Joe and Carol Bailey
Dr. and Mrs. Jack K. Daniels
Bobby and Linda Gilliam
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lewis
Sandra Matus and Family
Trey and Karen Oakley

Rudolph A. Speights
Ms. Betty H. Jackson

Lola Spencer
Durkee United Methodist Women

Durkee UMC - Houston
Houston, TX

Mrs. Johnnie B. Spicer
Dottie and Peter T.  Smith

Harriet B. Spinn
Larry and Betsy Pennington

Llewellyn Squires
Ed and Jo Deli
Kyle Edwards
Sherry Hancock
Bryan Herrera
Mrs. Dorthea Hill
Ryan Reynolds

Freddie Stacks
Steve, Meda and Stewart Beaird

Mrs. Evelyn Stanfield
Helen Pace Wardlaw

Ethel Stone Sterns
Mrs. Genevieve Cox

Dr. Howard R. Stewart
Mrs. Pat Nickels

Harry Stone
Dottie and Peter T. Smith

Kay Tannahill
Ms. Nelda R. Hardin

Kendra Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Burnett



Winter 2009

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Dorothy Gunstream
by

O. C. Gunstream, Jr.
Orange, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Reverend Edgar A. and
Grace Irvine

and
Leon and Vea Filligim

by
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Irvine

Briscoe, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Reverend F. M. Wheat
by

Mr. Russell H. Wheat
Canyon Lake, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

James Wheat, M.D.
by

Mr. Russell H. Wheat
Canyon Lake, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of
Mary Wheat

by
Mr. Russell H. Wheat

Canyon Lake, TX

A
One thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of

Sheldon Paul Wheat
by

Mr. Russell H. Wheat
Canyon Lake, TX

Frances (Fran) Terry
Pauline M. Payne

Carlos Thornton
Lee and Lit Moore

Robert Thornton
Gibson Sunday School Class

Bellaire UMC
Bellaire, TX

Allan Tincher
Larry and Betsy Pennington

Ryan Torpey
Ed, Sharon and Rachael Holden

Anita Truelove
Ms. Jewell D. Cropp
Dr. R. Jan DeWitt

Radene Turner
Lee and Lit Moore

Beryl Underwood
C. R. and Eleanor Walters

L. C. Unfred
Donald and Joyce Hancock
Lee and Lit Moore

Mary Van Dyke
Ms. Agnes L. Smith

Reverend Percy Vaughan
Ms. Nell M. Ellis

Harvey Walton
Pat Holden
Lynn Ann Lew

Mrs. Genoa Washburn
Frank and Virginia Schitoskey

Mr. Mitchell West
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young

Keith Coleman White
Ms. Connie Smith

James (Jim) West Wilkerson
Jerry and Ann Gibson

Hubert A. Willis, Jr.
Eloise N. Philp

Mr. Ralph Wilson
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus E. Young

George Winans
Ken and Ann Earhart

Stanley Wissemann
Richard and Vivian Schacht

Dwain Wycoff
Larry and Judy Grisham

Ruth Yates
Bobby and Linda Gilliam

David Young
Dr. and Mrs. Jack K. Daniels

Honorariums

Will Blackwell
George and Reba Lunsford

Noel and Frances Marie Bryants’
Birthdays
Hunter and Totsy Cunningham

Reverend and Mrs. Frances M.
Bryants’ 69th Wedding
Anniversary
Hunter and Totsy Cunningham

Carleta Cates
Paula, Dale and Andy Patterson

Evelyn Daniels’ Birthday
Mrs. Richard Hill

Dr. and Mrs. Jack Daniels’
Wedding Anniversary
Mrs. Richard Hill

Reverend Bill Duke
Mrs. Rosa Lee Hirst

Joyce Ferguson’s 89th Birthday
Hanford Ferguson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forrester
Wendy, Stanley and Elizabeth

Marsh
Reverend Travis Franklin

Mr. Nathan Prange
Jerry Gilmore

Kathy and Ted Floca
Harry and Charlotte Gump

Allen, Kim, Lauren and Allyson
Gump

Mr. Harry A. Gump’s Birthday
Mr. Robert M. Gump

David and Sherry Hale
Barry, Kim and Kevin Papke

Charlie Hampton’s 90th Birthday
Charlie W. and Helen Hampton

Larry and Sarah Harrison
Ann C. Stewart

Cliff and Nelda Hazlewood
Debbie and Jarrett Louder

Shelley Hilliard’s 78th Birthday
Mr. John E. Hilliard

Charles and Cindy Huffman’s
Wedding
Ms. Maggie Rogers

Pastor Ryan Kiblinger and Staff
Nancy Ferguson

Jim and Linda Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas L.

Montgomery
Melvin Mason

Victor Sunday School Class
First UMC - Palestine

Palestine, TX
Janie Means

Kathy and Ted Floca
Johannes R. Miller

Joe and Nancy McClure
Nell Miller

Mary Brownlow
My Footlights Dance Studio Family

Flower Mound, TX
Christina Hedding

Sue Neuhoff
Roger West

Trey Oakley
Salado UMC

Salado, TX
Larry Orman

The Lankfords
Roger Pace

Paula, Dale and Andy Patterson
Wynelle Patton

Victor Sunday School Class
First UMC - Palestine

Palestine, TX
Reverend Henry Radde

Harmony Sunday School
First UMC - Hurst

Hurst, TX
Mr. Earl E. Ambrose
Mrs. Edna N. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Beard
Wilson Canafax
Beverly W. Coon
Rod and Vicky Robertson
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Spradley
Mrs. Virginia B. Tigue

Reverend Jarrell Sharp
The Lineweaver Family

Celia Smith
Victor Sunday School Class

First UMC - Palestine
Palestine, TX

Mrs. Sue Travis
Mrs. Norma Russell and Family

Lianne Turner
Mrs. Margaret B. Cole

Jalene Welsh’s 85th Birthday
Marjorie B. Garey

Mrs. Marion Wilhite’s 90th
Birthday
Mrs. Rosa Lee Hirst

Rick Wolfe
Robert and Cami Hill

A
One thousand twelve dollar

and thirty-nine cent
Endowment gift

in Memory of
Mary Williams

by
Mrs. Juanita M. Taylor

Arlington, TX

A
Two thousand dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of
our daughter,

Michelle Biggers Bennett,
by

Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus W. Biggers
Conroe, TX

A
Two thousand five hundred dollar

Endowment gift
in Memory of
Ruth C. Guier

by
Mr. Marvin Guier
Albuquerque, NM

A
Five thousand dollar

Designated gift
in Memory of

George and Ruby Quillion
by

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Kordzik
Willow City, TX

A
Twenty thousand dollar

Endowment gift
In celebration of our

50th Wedding Anniversary
by

William G. and Carol M. Kelley
Dallas, TX

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY: Maintaining your privacy is very important to
the development staff at Methodist Children’s Home. Details about your charitable
giving to the Home are not revealed to anyone without your permission. All
account and private information related to your donations are stored in a password-
protected database and/or shredded. Also, we will not sell or rent your name to
any organization or direct mail service. If you have questions about the type or
amount of correspondence you receive from the Home, please contact our
development staff at 800-853-1272. We welcome your feedback and the
opportunity to be even better stewards with our resources.
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Contributions to this year’s 50/50
matching gift campaign at Methodist
Children’s Home may be made through
Dec. 31.

In August 2007, an anonymous
benefactor from Austin provided a pledge
to establish a three-year matching gift
campaign. The goal of the campaign is to
match the benefactor’s annual $35,000
pledge, in essence doubling its impact to
$70,000 each year. MCH met last year’s

summer in these communities. Crockett
Youth Services and Methodist Youth
Services in Waco are providing tutoring,
special-interest classes and recreation
programs in a Christian environment for
more than 150 youth in the evenings
and on weekends.

There is a great need for expansion
of these programs, and money raised
through the matching gift campaign will
help MCH offer hope to more children

challenge goal which funded services offered through the
Home’s outreach offices in Texas and New Mexico.

Funds raised through this year’s campaign will support
community education and recreation programs in Waco and
Crockett. The Home started outreach programs to meet the
educational needs of at-risk youth after school and during the

and youth in these communities.
Methodist Children’s Home reached an important

milestone this year by serving 1,000 children and youth daily.
The Home is grateful to the benefactors who have partnered
with this ministry to ensure that it helps those who can benefit
from its program of care.

Matching gifts provide support for community programs

Every gift made to Methodist Children’s Home through the 50/50 Campaign by Dec. 31
will be matched to double the impact of your contribution.


